THE   INTENT   OF   THE   CRITIC

of our system of higher learning. The metaphysician
is Mr. Ransom, a notable poet in his own right, editor
of the Kenyon Review, and a professor of literature.
And the man who makes such an eloquent plea for the
value and power of education in a democracy is Mr.
Auden, who in his poems, as if to exemplify Shelley's
poet as prophet, moves in the vanguard of contempo-
rary thought.